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in 1837 while charting the amazonian country of guiana for great britain german
naturalist robert schomburgk discovered an astounding vegetable wonder a huge water
lily whose leaves were five or six feet across and whose flowers were dazzlingly white in
england a horticultural nation with a mania for gardens and flowers news of the
discovery sparked a race to bring a live specimen back and to bring it to bloom in this
extraordinary plant named victoria regia for the newly crowned queen the flower
obsessed british had found their beau ideal in the flower of empire tatiana holway tells
the story of this magnificent lily revealing how it touched nearly every aspect of victorian
life art and culture holway s colorful narrative captures the sensation stirred by victoria
regia in england particularly the intense race among prominent britons to be the first to
coax the flower to bloom we meet the great botanists of the age from the legendary sir
joseph banks to sir william jackson hooker director of the royal botanic gardens at kew to
the extravagant flower collector the duke of devonshire perhaps most important was the
duke s remarkable gardener joseph paxton who rose from garden boy to knight and
whose design of a series of ever more astonishing glass houses one the big stove had a
footprint the size of grand central station culminated in his design of the architectural
wonder of the age the crystal palace fittingly paxton based his design on a glass house
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he had recently built to house victoria regia indeed the natural ribbing of the lily s leaf
inspired the pattern of girders supporting the massive iron and glass building from
alligator laden jungle ponds to the heights of victorian society the flower of empire
unfolds the marvelous odyssey of this wonder of nature in a revealing work of cultural
history

the flower of life a symbol of profound significance has captivated humanity across
cultures and epochs with its intricate geometric beauty and spiritual depth in the flower
of life a journey through sacred geometry we delve into this ancient symbol exploring its
origins evolution and impact on both historical and modern contexts this comprehensive
exploration reveals how the flower of life encapsulates universal truths and connects
diverse fields of knowledge unveiling the symbol the journey begins with an introduction
to the flower of life setting the stage for understanding its enigmatic nature the symbol s
historical roots are traced through ancient civilizations uncovering its presence in
egyptian temples greek philosophy and eastern traditions the renaissance period marks
a significant rediscovery of sacred geometry bringing the flower of life into contemporary
consciousness exploring symbolism and geometry we delve into the deep symbolism of
the flower of life examining its role as a representation of harmony and
interconnectedness the book offers a detailed geometric breakdown of the flower of life
exploring its mathematical foundations and its relationship with other sacred geometric
forms like the vesica piscis seed of life and fruit of life each pattern is discussed in terms
of its formation significance and connection to broader geometric principles sacred
geometry in various contexts the exploration extends to the flower of life s influence
across different domains we examine its presence in islamic art and architecture gothic
cathedrals and modern art and design the symbol s role in contemporary architecture
and environmental design reflects its ongoing relevance in creating harmonious and
balanced spaces scientific and spiritual dimensions the book bridges the gap between
sacred geometry and science exploring connections between the flower of life and fields
such as quantum physics cosmic patterns and biological structures like dna we also delve
into its applications in personal growth healing practices and meditation highlighting
how the flower of life can facilitate transformation and well being future directions and
community impact as we look to the future the book discusses emerging research and
technological innovations inspired by sacred geometry the global community of flower of
life practitioners is explored revealing how this symbol fosters connection and
collaboration across cultures and disciplines conclusion an eternal symbol the flower of
life a journey through sacred geometry concludes by reaffirming the symbol s enduring
significance its geometric patterns and spiritual meanings continue to inspire and
illuminate our understanding of the universe offering timeless insights into the
interconnected nature of existence this book invites readers to explore the profound
dimensions of the flower of life and its universal significance encouraging a deeper
appreciation of sacred geometry s role in our lives and the cosmos

the flowers of wiricuta is the gripping autobiographical account of tom pinkson s
immersion in the shamanic traditions of the huichol tribe of northern mexico pinkson
successfully integrates their teachings into his work with terminally ill children and
shares a heart felt account of his personal search for a clearer understanding of the true
self
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