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russian history is first and foremost a history of personalized power as russia startles the
international community with its assertiveness and faces both parliamentary and
presidential elections lilia shevtsova searches the histories of the yeltsin and putin
regimes she explores within them conventional truths and myths about russia paradoxes
of russian political development and russia s role in the world russia lost in transition
discovers a logic of government in russia a political regime and the type of capitalism that
were formulated during the yeltsin and putin presidencies and will continue to dominate
russia s trajectory in the near term looking forward as well as back shevtsova speculates
about the upcoming elections as well as the self perpetuating system in place the legacies
of yeltsin and putin and how it will dictate the immediate political future she also explores
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several scenarios for russia s future over the next decade

research and analysis of the post soviet russian experience of political economic and
social change have generally focused attention on the complications and influences of the
soviet legacy on the transition process with most early main stream studies emphasizing
the difficulties of the adoption of the institutions of democracy and a free market economy
to the centralized command and control legacy structures carried over from that adjacent
system to the more recent analyses that have attempted to explain why the putinist
hybrid authoritarian democracy emerged to take control of the russian state the complex
nature of the russian experience of political social and economic change had yet to be
explained as a long term legacy analysis until now with the linkages presented in this
study of the legacies and structures that have defied attempts at reform by the bolsheviks
the soviets and the modern republicans the political geography of russia represents a
districting system that defines the people and places and represents an influential legacy
structure that has had a long reach from the russia of imperialism to the russia of putinism
and the twenty first century a clearer understanding of the influences the imperial legacy
brings to the russian transformation enables the student of post soviet russian transition
an opportunity to contextualize the strong linkages of historical governance structures
with the one hundred years of bolshevik and soviet system capture and the struggles of
transformation faced by the government and people of russia today

an analysis of vladimir putin s presidency and the political legacy he has left to russia the
author discusses the difference between russian and western political systems arguing
that incompatibility need not lead inevitably to disagreement or conflict although harshly
critical of the russian regime and particularly of its poor human rights record gary
cartwright argues that russia was never destined to become a western style liberal
democracy and that it is on its own trajectory in an increasingly globalised world we need
to understand and work with systems and values that are very different to our own

political science

the heritage of civil military relations in russia the security community in the balance of
power militarization and siloviki international terrorism as a tool of centralization
conclusion

as the obama administration took office russo american relations were generally
acknowledged to be at an impasse arms control issues feature prominently in that
conflicted agenda the bush administration allowed the bilateral civil nuclear treaty with
russia to die in the senate rather than go forward for confirmation russian spokesmen
make clear their belief that american concessions on key elements of arms control issues
like missile defenses in europe are a touchstone for the relationship and a condition of any
further progress towards genuine dialogue since the outbreak of the russo georgian war in
august 2008 both sides have further hardened positions arms control and disarmament
issues are quintessentially political as well as military issues that are among the most
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critical components of the bilateral relationship and regional security in both europe and
asia for these reasons neither the political nor the military aspect can be divorced from
the otherp v

taking stock of the first decade of the transformation in the former soviet bloc this timely
book explores the legacies of state socialism and attempts by once communist countries
to move toward a democratic market oriented system leading international scholars
consider the ways traditions interact with other factors both domestic and foreign to
influence the course of social political and economic change with its blend of theory and
case studies and its clear narrative this book will be a valuable text for students of
transition russian politics and the transformation of eastern europe visit our website for
sample chapters

politics russia provides the most comprehensive accessible and up to date introduction to
all aspects of the political development of russia in the post communist era writing with
the undergraduate student specifically in mind danks fluent style and masterly grasp of
complex material will make this an indispensable guide for many years to come divided
into five sections politics russia maps a clear path towards an understanding of russia and
its politics in the twenty first century in part one the emergence of contemporary russia is
put into context by a consideration of the end of the ussr and the move towards
democratization under gorbachev part two provides a clear sighted and stimulating
overview of the nature of the executive and the legislature in contemporary russia part
three examines civil society the role of the media and the representative process part four
is focussed on the policy process from foreign and defence policies to the development of
domestic social policies from the provision of healthcare to education part five the final
provides an overall consideration the contemporary state of russia examining the
development from yeltsin to putin to medvedev and considers the possible futures of the
region the book is supported by a host of pedagogical features including annotated further
reading lists definitions of key political terms short biographies of key figures

the volume provides a retrospective analysis of putin s eight years as president between
2000 and 2008 an international group of leading specialists examine putin s leadership in
an informed and balanced manner the authors are drawn from russia itself as well as from
europe america and australasia coverage includes general analysis of the putin
presidency the ideology underlying the thinking of the regime issues of institutional
development including coverage of parties parliament and elections developments in the
federal system corruption and changes in the configuration of the elite the impact of
energy on changes in political economy provides the background to an assessment of
russia s re emergence as a great power in international affairs accompanied by analysis of
the difficulties in russia s relations with its former soviet neighbours and the european
union the authors examine the interaction between power and policy and draw some
conclusions about the dynamics of putin s system of government and thus of the fate of
russia this book was published as a special issue of europe asia studies
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this is an international collection of papers focused on media culture and society in post
communist russia given the heightened interest fear in the putin administration this book
should reach a broad and interested audience several of the chapters are based on field
research and present solid empirical evidence to support arguments developed by the
authors a timely set of contributions give current debates the viability of the existence of
civil society and media freedom under the putin presidency the contributors deploy a
wealth of primary data in examining the kinds of issues that are central to our
understanding of the kind of system that has been established in the world s largest
country after a period of far reaching change

this contributed volume provides a valuable comparative examination of the state of
transatlantic relations the comparative approach utilized highlights the often understudied
differences in perception and policy that exist across european and north american states
towards the idea and practice of the transatlantic relationship

gorbachev yeltsin and putin analyzes leadership politics in russia over the past sixteen
years its authors demonstrate the crucial difference new leaders can make in a system
that both before and after the fall of communism concentrated great power and authority
at the top of the political hierarchy focusing on russia s three top leaders since 1985 the
authors examine their goals evolving ideas style of rule institution building and impact in
different areas of policy this fascinating and informative volume provides readers a feel
for all the tension and drama of russia s transformation under three very different leaders

drawing on both development studies and post soviet literature this study examines
projects in siberia since the fall of the berlin wall focusing on critical accounts of
development projects in siberia managed by the author this book provides a first hand
account of the successes and failures of development aid

although the score of countries comprising russia s near abroad the former non russian
soviet republics and far abroad the former non russian warsaw pact states are behaving
with variably increasing independence in their domestic and foreign policies russia
continues to regard them as remaining within the same core periphery sphere of influence
formerly exerted by the soviet union within the same geographic space russia
misinterprets bids by these countries to adopt liberalizing structural reforms and to join
euro atlantic organizations as foreign inspired and inimical to russia s security whether
russia can learn to recognize that such bids are in fact natural developments of national
self interest will determine whether healthy and mutually beneficial bilateral relations can
develop between russia and the states of her near and far abroad in the 21st century no
previous study of the dynamics of post soviet assertive sovereignty has as broad a
geographic scope as eurasia rising which considers the whole of post soviet space dt
belarus moldova ukraine dt estonia latvia lithuania dt armenia azerbaijan georgia dt
kazakhstan kyrgyzstan tajikistan turkmenistan uzbekistan dt albania bulgaria czech
republic hungary poland romania slovakia
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publisher description

now in a thoroughly revised expanded and updated edition this classic text provides the
most authoritative and current analysis available of contemporary russia and the
challenges facing vladimir putin and his successor dmitri medvedev leading scholars
discuss the social political and security issues that confronted putin as well as his
successes and failures in dealing with them the contributors conclude that putin s
influence will continue to be felt for years to come not only because he remains powerful
in his new post as prime minister but because he laid the groundwork for dealing with the
many problems still confronting russia clearly written and organized this text is an
indispensable guide for anyone wanting to understand russia today
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