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as interracial unions and multiracial people become more common in the united states mixed

heritage people have come to be regarded by some as a bellwether of race relations in the country

is the growth of this population a sign that we are now in a post racial era and our racial identities

no longer impact our daily lives in mixed heritage in the family sociologists carolyn a liebler and

miri song explore how racially mixed people navigate racial boundaries as they choose spouses and

raise families liebler and song break new ground by being the first to combine and integrate the

study of three aspects of life for people of mixed racial  heritage identity spouse choice and

childrearing this integrated approach reveals how complicated racial identification can be and how

it can be expressed in one s choice of partner or in how one raises their children the authors draw

on census data and interviews with asian white black white and american indian alaska native white

mixed people to better understand how their identity choices are related to their choice of spouse

and how they racially identify and raise their children increasingly mixed people in the united states

are identifying with multiple races however the authors find that mixed race people are not a

monolith and that how and why they identify varies considerably between and within each group

they found several common factors that influenced whether mixed race people choose to identify as

biracial solely white or solely as a racial minority these factors include the history of the specific
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minority race in the u s the racial demographics of where they were raised their social and cultural

exposure to their white and non white backgrounds their attachment to their racial backgrounds and

how they are seen racially by others the way mixed heritage people identify was closely tied to the

race of their spouse however having a white spouse did not necessarily mean the mixed race person

felt disconnected from their non white heritage white spouses varied in their racial consciousness

and their interest in the culture of their mixed race spouse s minority ancestry the spouse s race and

the nature of racial overlap between the spouses was also key in the racial upbringing of a mixed

heritage person s child in families where the parents share a minority racial heritage couples lean

into their shared family race which guides their parenting choices and family life many mixed

heritage parents found it important to foster racial pride in their children and combat negative racial

stereotypes liebler and song caution against making superficial predictions about the state of race

relations in the u s based on an increase in the multiracial population they show that race has not

become less salient in the lives of many mixed race people american society is not post racial

mixed heritage in the family breaks new ground provides compelling insights in its examination of

the lives of mixed race people and shows how complicated racial identification can be

race in the jury box focuses on the racially unrepresentative jury as one of the remaining barriers to

racial equality and a recurring source of controversy in american life because members of minority

groups remain underrepresented on juries various communities have tried race conscious jury

selection termed affirmative jury selection the authors argue that affirmative jury selection can

insure fairness verdict legitimization and public confidence in the justice system this book offers a

critical analysis and systematic examination of possible applications of race based jury selection

examining the public perception of these measures and their constitutionality the authors make use

of court cases their own experiences as jury consultants and jury research as well as statistical

surveys and analysis the work concludes with the presentation of four strategies for affirmative jury
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selection

this volume is the tenth anniversary edition of a book that was honored in 1992 as an outstanding

book by the gustavus myers center for the study of human rights in the united states reprinted many

times since its first publication in 1991 who is black has become a staple in college classrooms

throughout the united states helping students understand this nation s history of miscegenation and

the role that the one drop rule has played in it in this special anniversary edition the author brings

the story up to date in an epilogue there he highlights some revealing responses to who is black and

examines recent challenges to the one drop rule including the multiracial identity movement and a

significant change in the census classification of racial and ethnic groups

thomas dickerman and his wife ellen came to dorchester massachusetts ca 1636 he died there in

1657 early descendants lived in massachusetts vermont new york new hampshire connecticut and

then spread throughout the u s
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