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this seminal work by historian alexander bennett presents a broad overview of the japanese way of the warrior as it is expressed in
scores of classical japanese texts written by famous samurai themselves bennett s analysis of these writings shows that the essential
meaning of bushido the samurai s code of conduct and ethics evolved significantly over time from the 12th century when the warrior
class was elevated to become an elite group to the 19th century when the samurai class was suddenly disbanded bushido explained
takes a visual approach to presenting important concepts and terminology helping readers easily navigate the complex world of the
samurai the text is written in a highly accessible style with sidebars presenting interesting concepts facts and important samurai figures
who were central to bushido s evolution the different types of bushido which vary by region time period and samurai rank are presented
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with over 300 informative diagrams and illustrations no other book offers such a wide ranging yet clear analysis of bushido debunking
myths and misconceptions about who the samurai truly were bushido explained presents a precise overview of samurai ideals and
culture in a logical chronological order author alexander bennett a professor of japanese history martial arts and budo theory at kansai
university in japan uses this information and teaching methods in his japanese studies introduction to bushido class now readers all over
the world can sit in on the unique lesson

independent publisher book award ippy winner bushido the samurai code of japan is the most influential book ever written on the
japanese way of the warrior a classic study of japanese culture the book outlines the moral code of the samurai way of living and the
virtues every samurai warrior holds dear it is widely read today in japan and around the world there are seven core precepts of bushido
rectitude the power of deciding upon a certain course of conduct in accordance with reason without wavering courage doing what is right
benevolence love magnanimity affection for others sympathy and pity civility courtesy and urbanity of manners sincerity the end and the
beginning of all things honor a vivid conscious of personal dignity and worth loyalty homage and fealty to a superior together these seven
values create a system of beliefs unique to japanese philosophy and culture that is widely followed today inazo nitobe one of japan s
foremost scholars thoroughly explores each of these values and explains how they differ from their western counterparts until you
understand the philosophy behind the ethics you will never fully grasp what it meant to be a samurai what it meant to have bushido in
bushido nitobe points out similarities between western and japanese history and culture he argues that no matter how different any two
cultures may appear to be on the surface they are still created by human beings and as such have deep similarities nitobe believed that
connecting bushido with greater teachings could make an important contribution to all humanity that the way of the samurai is not
something peculiarly japanese but of value to the entire human race with an extensive new introduction and notes by alex bennett a
respected scholar of japanese history culture and martial arts with a firsthand knowledge of the japanese warrior code bushido the
samurai code of japan is an essential guide to the essence of japanese culture bennett s views on this subject are revolutionizing our
understanding of bushido as expressed in his japanese bestseller the bushido the japanese don t know about

bushido the samurai code of japan is one of the most influential books ever written on the way of the warrior a classic study of japanese
culture the book outlines the moral code of the samurai way of living and the virtues every warrior holds dear in bushido nitobe points out
similarities between western and japanese history and culture he argues that no matter how different any two cultures may appear to be
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on the surface they are still created by human beings and as such have deep similarities nitobe believed that connecting bushido with
greater teachings could make an important contribution to all humanity that the way of the samurai is not something peculiarly japanese
but of value to the entire human race

the bushido code is a code of honor that greatly influenced japan s culture in the 700 s bushido started as a code of war and went onto
become a way of life and art it governed every part of life from honor and war to literature and poetry moreover it impacted history in a
significant way from medieval times to world war ii period the bushido is said to have begun in the 8th century it was influenced by
shintoism confucianism and zen buddhism some of the noblemen that adhered to bushido later became samurai and eventually guards
for daimyos and shoguns the samurai have been known to serve their masters loyally in fact the term samurai translates to one who
serves the samurai carried swords during the edo period and these swords were perceived as a sign of trouble during the tokugawa
period the samurai were forbidden from having swords that is when peace started returning to japan the samurai then turned to literature
and arts there are countless books written about the teachings and virtues of the bushido a samurai had only two options life and death
in life emphasis was placed on ability to fight strength and military prowess a samurai warrior was always ready for battle

the samurai of legends continues to captivate us we wonder if the stories we see depicted in pop culture creations books and museums
are full of the truth or enhanced to make a point you are going to experience the fantastic world of the samurai learn the code or bushido
that these men followed living up to honor and loyalty for their masters as a way of protecting japan the samurai were highly skilled
warriors fighting for various reasons even establishing the feudal era known as edo with a social caste system that put them on the top
the samurai ruled japan for several years fought wars for 700 and eventually became obsolete but their traditions and codes are not
gone from history they live on today everyone can learn a little something from the samurai including how to live a better life honoring
people staying loyal and defending others when it is right are all virtues of the samurai that can be continued today you are going to learn
of the eight virtues the history of the samurai some of the most famous warriors and then you will discover how you can apply their
lifestyle to the modern world wouldn t it be nice if people returned to a more chivalrous nature where lying and devious acts are not
acceptable where being honest sincere and courageous are looked upon with reverence the code of the samurai or bushido as written
by inazo nitobe can teach us a lot about living a decent and kind life discover how you can uphold the traditions of highly skilled warriors
even if you are just a regular person
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in eighteenth century japan tsunetomo yamamoto created the hagakure a document that served as the basis for samurai warrior
behavior its guiding principles greatly influenced the japanese ruling class and shaped the underlying character of the japanese psyche
from businessmen to soldiers bushido is the first english translation of this work it provides a powerful message aimed at the mind and
spirit of the samurai warrior with bushido one can better put into perspective japan s historical path

a powerful contemporary translation of the classic treatise of the way of the warrior code of the samurai is a four hundred year old
explication of the rules and expectations embodied in bushido the japanese way of the warrior bushido has played a major role in
shaping the behavior of modern japanese government corporations society and individuals as well as in shaping the modern martial arts
within japan and internationally the japanese original of this book bushido shoshinshu has been one of the primary sources on the tenets
of bushido a way of thought that remains fascinating and relevant to the modern world east and west with a clear conversational
narrative by thomas cleary one of the foremost translators of the wisdom of asia and powerfully evocative line drawings by master
illustrator oscar ratti this book is indispensable to the corporate executive student of the asian culture and martial artist

inazo nitobe 1862 1933 was a christian agricultural economist author educator diplomat and politician during meiji period and taisho
period japan he was in the second class of the sapporo agricultural college in 1883 he entered tokyo imperial university for further
studies in english literature and in economics in 1884 he travelled to the united states where he stayed for three years and studied
economics and political science at johns hopkins university in baltimore maryland he was granted an assistant professorship at the
sapporo agricultural college but was ordered to first obtain doctorate in agricultural economics in germany in 1901 he was appointed
technical advisor to the japanese colonial government in taiwan where he headed the sugar bureau he was appointed a full professor of
law at the kyoto imperial university in 1904 and lectured on colonial administration policies he is perhaps most famous in the west for his
work bushido the soul of japan 1900 which was one of the first major works on samurai ethics written originally in english for western
readers

there are eight virtues of bushido the code of the samurai justice courage benevolence politeness sincerity honor loyalty and self control
these virtues comprise the essence of japanese cultural beliefs which are still present today inazo nitobe one of japan s most respected
scholars explores the ethical code of the samurai and contextualizes it within japan s traditions of buddhism shintoism and confucianism
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he then compares and contrasts eastern values with those present in western societies written in english and first published in 1905 this
classic introduction to japan s samurai culture has been a best seller for decades focus on asian studies says it is a must for an
understanding of the soul of japan

there are eight virtues of bushido the code of the samurai justice courage benevolence politeness sincerity honor loyalty and self control
these virtues comprise the essence of japanese cultural beliefs which are still present today inazo nitobe one of japan s most respected
scholars explores the ethical code of the samurai and contextualizes it within japan s traditions of buddhism shintoism and confucianism
he then compares and contrasts eastern values with those present in western societies written in english and first published in 1905 this
classic introduction to japan s samurai culture has been a best seller for decades focus on asian studies says it is a must for an
understanding of the soul of japan

this is an account of the significance of martial codes on japanese life andhought the author explains the persistence of the ethics of
feudal japannto the modern era with the aim of eludicating the japanese mind the groupthos and the martial spirit

bushido the soul of japan is along with hagakure by yamamoto tsunetomo a study of the way of the samurai a best seller in its day it was
read by many influential foreigners among them president theodore roosevelt president john f kennedy and robert baden powell the
founder of the boy scouts nitobe originally wrote bushido the soul of japan in english in monterey california though according to the book
s preface it was written in malvern pennsylvania the book was not translated into japanese until it had been popular in the english
speaking world for several years

this graphic novel adaptation of the cult classic text bushido brings the timeless secrets of the samurai to life for modern day readers first
published in the early twentieth century bushido was the first book to introduce westerners to the samurai ethos written by inazo nitobe
one of the foremost japanese authors and educators of the time it describes the characteristics and virtues that are associated with
bushido honor courage justice loyalty self control and explains the philosophy behind how samurai were educated and trained the
connection between the sword and the samurai seppuku and the position of women in samurai culture among other themes to this day
bushido is considered a must read for anyone who wants to understanding the soul of japan and navigate their world with integrity and
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honor

in this eloquent work nitobé eloquently explains the persistence of feudal japan s morals ethics and etiquette into modern times he takes
a far reaching approach drawing examples from indigenous traditions buddhism shintoism confucianism and the philosophies of samurai
and sages as well as from ancient and modern western thinkers

bushido the soul of japan was written by inazo nitobe in 1900 and is one of finest of the japanese classics nitobe explains the influence of
chinese and christian thought on bushido as well as some of the stranger traditions such as hara kiri a great book for anyone wanting to
explore the heart and soul of japan

inazo nitobe s seminal work bushido the soul of japan intricately explores the ethical framework and spiritual ethos of the samurai class
seeking to illuminate the moral underpinnings that have shaped japanese culture written in fluent english during the meiji era nitobe s
prose marries eloquent philosophical inquiry with rich historical narrative presenting bushido not merely as a code of conduct but as a
lens through which to understand the japanese worldview this book deftly interweaves the principles of loyalty honor and self discipline
contextualized against the backdrop of japan s rapid modernization and westernization making it a pivotal text in cultural studies and
comparative ethics inazo nitobe a noted scholar and diplomat was deeply influenced by his upbringing in a samurai family his firsthand
experience of japan s transition to a modern nation state prompted him to articulate the enduring significance of bushido amidst
changing social paradigms educated both in japan and the west nitobe sought to bridge cultural divides advocating for a greater
understanding of japanese philosophies in the global discourse bushido the soul of japan is recommended for readers interested in
japanese history ethics and culture nitobe s insights provide not only a profound exploration of the samurai spirit but also a reflection on
the values that resonate in contemporary society making this work essential for anyone seeking to grasp the complexities of japanese
identity in this enriched edition we have carefully created added value for your reading experience a succinct introduction situates the
work s timeless appeal and themes the synopsis outlines the central plot highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists a
detailed historical context immerses you in the era s events and influences that shaped the writing a thorough analysis dissects symbols
motifs and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work s
messages connecting them to modern life hand picked memorable quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance interactive
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footnotes clarify unusual references historical allusions and archaic phrases for an effortless more informed read

through the ages the samurai have been associated with honor fearlessness calm decisive action strategic thinking and martial prowess
their ethos is known as bushido the way of the warrior knight here premier translator thomas cleary presents a rich collection of writings
on bushido by warriors scholars political advisors and educators from the fifteenth century through the nineteenth century that provide a
comprehensive historically rich view of samurai life and philosophy training the samurai mind gives an insider s view of the samurai world
the moral and psychological development of the warrior the ethical standards they were meant to uphold their training in both martial arts
and strategy and the enormous role that the traditions of shintoism buddhism confucianism and taocism had in influencing samurai ideals
the writings deal with a broad range of subjects from military strategy and political science to personal discipline and character
development cleary introduces each piece putting it into historical context and presents biographical information about the authors this is
an essential read for anyone interested in military history and samurai history and for martial artists who want to understand strategy

bushido a modern adaptation of the ancient code of the samurai attempts to address the violent nature of the human spirit and to
harness and redirect that trait into a constructive force for the betterment of mankind bushido examines the metaphor of the warrior as it
appears in human culture both historically and in the stories philosophies and religions of mankind drawing heavily upon the stoic martial
philosophy of feudal japan and on the judeo christian principles which have shaped the west it is the author s hope that this work will
convey a message of self reliance strength and peace that our world so desperately needs

first published in 1899 this work explores the moral and ethical code that guided the samurai of feudal japan aiming to provide insight
into the soul of japan meaning the way of the warrior bushido has had a profound and lasting impact on japanese culture and society
shaping the values and character of the nation beyond the samurai class this new edition comes with an easy to read layout designed to
make reading comfortable
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