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in june 2005 four us navy seals left their base in afghanistan for the pakistani border their

mission was to capture or kill a notorious al qaeda leader known to be ensconced in a

taliban stronghold surrounded by a small but heavily armed force less than twenty four

hours later only one of those navy seals was alive this is the story of team leader marcus

luttrell the sole survivor of operation redwing blasted unconscious by a rocket grenade

blown over a cliff but still armed and still breathing luttrell endured four desperate days

fighting the al qaeda assassins sent to kill him before finding unlikely sanctuary with a

pashtun tribe who risked everything to protect him from the circling taliban killers

four u s navy seals fought to the death against 150 armed taliban in the afghan mountains

now two years later the lone seal survivor pens this spellbinding first hand account a

heartbreaking yet inspiring story of heroism courage and sacrifice 8 page b w photo insert

redwing was a 17 detonation atmospheric nuclear weapons test series conducted in the

marshall islands at enewetak and bikini atolls in spring and summer 1956 this is a report of

dod personnel in redwing with an emphasis on operations and radiological safety

examines the story of operation red wings and operation whalers involving the marines in

afghanistan in june 2005 the deaths of nineteen u s military soldiers the demise of ahmad

shah and the impact this incident had on the war on terror

in response to a congressional request gao examined the department of defense s dod

atmospheric nuclear weapons testing program to determine 1 how many military personnel

participated in the cloud sampling work between 1952 and 1962 during operations tumbler

snapper redwing and dominic 1 and 2 the extent of their exposure to radiation gao found

that 1 approximately 300 air force personnel took part in the sampling 2 the amount of

radiation personnel received was questionable due to inadequate information 3 at two of

the test sites ground personnel failed to wear protective breathing devices when working

around the aircraft used for the sampling and 4 the records gathered at two of the sites

had high error rates gao also found that 1 the methods used to measure internal exposure

to radiation were inadequate since only one urine test was performed within a 24 hour

period 2 the monitoring devices installed in the cockpits showed a higher level of exposure

than the devices the crews wore and 3 individual records kept at one of the test sites

showed a 6 percent error rate

unforgettable congressional hearings in 1978 revealed that fallout from american nuclear

weapons testing in the 1950s had overexposed hundreds of soldiers and other citizens to

radiation faith in governmental integrity was shaken and many people have assumed that

such  overexposure  caused  great  damage  yet  important  questions  remain  the  most

controversial being did the radiation overexposure in fact cause the cancers and birth
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defects for which it has been blamed elements of controversy is the result of a decade of

exhaustive research in aec documentary records and the full clinical and epidemiological

literature on radiation effects more concerned with uncovering the historical story than

with assigning blame barton hacker concludes that every precaution was taken by the aec

to  avoid  harming  test  participants  or  bystanders  and  he  points  out  the  biomedical

literature suggests that these precautions worked yet top officials in washington for whom

the success of nuclear weapons was of overriding importance had asserted that testing

involved no risks at all discrepancies between unverifiable government claims and the

revelations that some actual risk was present explain the origins and angry persistence of

the controversies hacker argues the department of energy delayed publication of hacker s

study for five years and while his controversial book is sure to draw objections from both

sides of the radiation hazard debates it will provide a much needed guide to understanding

their polemics unforgettable congressional hearings in 1978 revealed that fallout from

american nuclear weapons testing in the 1950s had overexposed hundreds of soldiers and

other citizens to radiation faith in governmental integrity was shaken and many people

have assumed that  such overexposure caused great  damage yet  important  questions

remain the most controversial  being did the radiation overexposure in fact cause the

cancers and birth defects for which it has been blamed elements of controversy is the

result of a decade of exhaustive research in aec documentary records and the full clinical

and epidemiological literature on radiation effects more concerned with uncovering the

historical story than with assigning blame barton hacker concludes that every precaution

was taken by the aec to avoid harming test participants or bystanders and he points out

the  biomedical  literature  suggests  that  these  precautions  worked  yet  top  officials  in

washington for whom the success of nuclear weapons was of overriding importance had

asserted  that  testing  involved  no  risks  at  all  discrepancies  between  unverifiable

government claims and the revelations that some actual risk was present explain the

origins and angry persistence of the controversies hacker argues the department of energy

delayed publication of hacker s study for five years and while his controversial book is sure

to draw objections from both sides of the radiation hazard debates it will provide a much

needed guide to understanding their polemics

operation red wings provides an in depth examination of the recovery mission to rescue

marcus luttrell filled with never before told details and shocking new revelations marcus

luttrell s blockbuster bestseller lone survivor now a major motion picture tells the story of

operation red wings in which four u s navy seals were inserted into the mountains of

eastern afghanistan with the task of collecting intelligence and finding or killing a top al

qaeda commander the seals were ambushed by over one hundred taliban fighters and a

horrific  battle ensued the rescue helicopter  carrying eight  seals was shot  down by a

reported rocket propelled grenade rpg killing them instantly and erasing any hope for the
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seals already on the ground luttrell was the only survivor author peter nealen former usmc

force  recon  and  the  team  at  sofrep  have  an  expansive  network  within  the  special

operations community  providing them with access to exclusive interviews after  action

reports military intel and previously untold accounts of the rescue mission nealen and his

team have uncovered eyewitness reports that put the official story into question as to how

the initial rescue helicopter was shot down if true this potential coverup will have had

severe consequences on subsequent helicopter insertion operations and put lives at risk

complete  with  a  foreword  by  former  navy  seal  brandon  webb  this  is  a  must  have

companion to the blockbuster book and upcoming film

redwing was a 17 detonation atmospheric nuclear weapons test series conducted in the

marshall islands at enewetak and bikini atolls in spring and summer 1956 this is a report of

dod personnel in redwing with an emphasis on operations and radiological safety

tsuchiya presents a new insight into the political roles of science and technology during

the cold war era in asia the cold war was not only a battle of conflicting ideologies and

economic systems but also a competition of cultures and lifestyles and a battle to win the

hearts and minds of people in developing countries tsuchiya argues that science and

technology were an integral part of how culture was deployed strategically she discusses

the 1950s and early 1960s the eisenhower and kennedy presidencies in the u s and the

decolonization and nation building efforts in japan south vietnam burma and indonesia she

also sheds light on the way u s technological aid programs such as foreign atoms for

peace and the overseas information program were received by asian leaders technocrats

and scientists provides valuable insight for scholars of cold war history in asia and us

foreign policy
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