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sets the new standard for excellence in this field antiquity

a brief and original prehistory of the world prehistory covers human existence before written records i
e most of human existence but it also refers to the discipline through which we scrutinize prehistoric
times prehistory begins by looking at the discovery of a remote human past and the subsequent
dramatic growth of the study of prehistory early archaeology geology darwin s ideas of evolution cave
paintings fossil discoveries of human ancestors museums and collections radiocarbon dating and dna
analysis renfrew challenges the conventional assumption of an all important human revolution 40 000
years ago when homo sapiens first appeared in europe and suggests that the key developments were
much later the author s case studies range widely from orkney to the balkans from the indus valley to
peru from ireland to china and provide fresh insights on landmark monuments such as the egyptian
pyramids the valley of the kings stonehenge and the sacrificial  burial  pyramids at teotihuacan in
mexico the book closes with a fascinating chapter on the transition from prehistory to history on early
writing systems

these papers look at the increasingly influential role of social archaeology an area in which colin
renfrew has been a key player topics covered include the development of the human mind trade and
exchange social change chiefdoms and states and the archaeology of island societies

figuring  it  out  new  in  paperback  this  autumn  is  a  compelling  richly  illustrated  analysis  by  a
distinguished archaeologist of why the processes of archaeological investigation and discovery have
been paralleled by the installations and art works of many artists from the beginning of the 20th
century to the present  day central  to the exploration is  a  group of  leading contemporary artists
including richard long mark dion barry flanagan antony gormley eduardo paolozzi and david mach
whose works are notable for an engagement with our world
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this new edition reprints the original text of renfrew s groundbreaking study supplemented with a new
introduction by the author and a foreword by john cherry

in this book colin renfrew directs remarkable new light on the links between archaeology and language
looking specifically at the puzzling similarities that are apparent across the indo european family of
ancient languages from anatolia and ancient persia across europe and the indian subcontinent to
regions as  remote as  sinkiang in  china professor  renfrew initiates  an original  synthesis  between
modern historical linguistics and the new archaeology of cultural process boldly proclaiming that it is
time to reconsider questions of language origins and what they imply about ethnic affiliation issues
seriously discredited by the racial theorists of the 1920s and 1930s and as a result largely neglected
since challenging many familiar beliefs he comes to a new and persuasive conclusion that primitive
forms of the indo european language were spoken across europe some thousands of years earlier than
has previously been assumed

alice gerard has crossed the atlantic a dozen times in the last ten years in her efforts to help solve the
mystery  of  the  controversial  french  site  of  glozel  which  has  been  called  the  dreyfus  affair  of
archaeology  accusations  of  fraud  made  by  members  of  the  archaeological  establishment  have
contributed to the stormy history of the site during the last 80 years glozel describes the exhaustive
attempts alice and her husband have made working with other researchers to understand the tombs
the tablets covered with unknown writing the bones engraved with reindeer and the phallic idols
found at the site in the process the gerards made and lost good friends became informed about a
number of esoteric subjects and finally developed a theory that might explain glozel the story is not
finished they hope the site will be recognized as authentic while emile fradin who discovered the first
artifacts in 1924 is still alive

modern archaeology has amassed considerable evidence for the disposal of the dead through burials
cemeteries and other monuments drawing on this body of evidence this book offers fresh insight into
how early human societies conceived of death and the afterlife the twenty seven essays in this volume
consider the rituals and responses to death in prehistoric societies across the world from eastern asia
through europe to the americas and from the very earliest times before developed religious beliefs
offered scriptural  answers to these questions compiled and written by leading prehistorians and
archaeologists this volume traces the emergence of death as a concept in early times as well as a
contributing factor to the formation of communities and social hierarchies and sometimes the creation
of divinities

the subject matter of archaeology is the engagement of human beings now and in the past with both
the natural world and the material world they have created all aspects of human activity are potentially
relevant to archaeological research and conversely the ways in which others especially artists and
anthropologists have investigated the world are of interest to archaeologists archaeological artefacts
and sites are also used by groups and nations to establish identity and for financial gain both through
tourism and trade in antiquities colin renfrew has actively engaged with art with politics and with the
antiquities  trade and has presented his  ideas to  broad audiences through accessible  books and
television programmes as well as championing the cause of archaeology in many public roles the
papers in this volume which have been written by colleagues and former students on the occasion of
his retirement relate to all of these subject areas and together give some idea of the complexity of the
issues raised by critical engagements with the material world both past and present

explores the archaeological evidence for the development of measuring activities in numerous ancient
societies and the implications of these discoveries

the refinement of radiocarbon dating using the information form tree ring counts has raised serious
doubts about the accepted theoretical frameowkr of european prehistory monuments in central and
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western europe have proved to be considerably older than their supposed near eastern forerunners
and the record must be almost completely rewritten in the light of these new dates before civilsation is
a preliminary attempt to do this with the help of analogies from more recent and well documented
primitive societies the more glaring inconsistencies in the old theory are re examined and professor
renfrew shows convincingly how the baffling monuments of prehistoric europe like stonehenge could
have been built without recourse to help from the more civilized near east

in  1987 colin  renfrew s  archaeology and language challenged many perceptions about  how one
language family spread across large parts of the world in doing so he re invigorated an important
exchange between archaeologists and historical linguists at precisely the same time a quite separate
field human genetics was making considerable steps forward in the elucidation of human ancestry
these three parallel lines of enquiry into genes words and things have over the ensuing two decades
entirely transformed our perceptions of the human past this volume brings together contributors to
that transformation from around the world to honour colin renfrew with a series of key papers they
include a number of impressive synthetic statements as well as case studies at the frontiers of three
different  branches  of  research  they  range  from  global  accounts  of  human  dispersal  through  to
archaeological genetic and linguistic studies illustrating what has been achieved over the past two
decades and the most promising avenues of research for the future

where do we come from what are we where are we going these questions were posed by paul gauguin
in a famous canvas painted in tahiti that heralded the beginning of the modernist era but they are also
the questions asked by modern prehistorians in their quest to reconstruct the human story in figuring
it  out  colin  renfrew investigates  the profound convergence between the two disciplines drawing
illuminating parallels between the way the modern artist seeks to understand the world by acting upon
it and the way the archaeologist seeks to understand the world through the material traces of such
actions what does the sapient paradox the fact that 30 000 years passed before anatomically modern
humans began to change their world have to tell us about the unfolding of the history of our species
why do we now find cycladic sculpture beautiful when merely a century ago such work would not have
been thought suitable for display in an art museum and how is it that in the light of marcel duchamp s
revolutionary gallery based gestures the prehistoric footsteps at laetoli have been admitted as art too
albeit  of  an  involuntary  kind  professor  renfrew  uses  these  questions  as  a  springboard  for  his
examination of the history of the human condition a subject that can only be properly understood he
argues through the idea of process of homo sapiens active material engagement with their world
central to his exploration is a group of leading contemporary artists including richard long mark dion
antony  gormley  eduardo  paolozzi  and  david  mach  whose  works  are  notable  for  just  such  an
engagement  with  their  physical  surroundings  figuring  it  out  takes  sculpture  off  the  plinth  and
archaeology out of the trench and situates the contemporary artist and archaeologist together at the
center of an active endeavor to re evaluate what it is to be human

from two of the best known archaeological writers in the trade this outstanding resource provides a
thorough survey of the key ideas in archaeology and how they impact on archaeological thinking and
method clearly  written and easy  to  follow archaeology the key concepts  collates  entries  written
specifically  by  field  specialists  and  each  entry  offers  a  definition  of  the  term  its  origins  and
development  and  all  the  major  figures  involved  in  the  area  the  entries  include  thinking  about
landscape archaeology of cult and religion cultural evolution concepts of time urban societies the
antiquity  of  humankind  archaeology  of  gender  feminist  archaeology  experimental  archaeology
multiregional  evolution with guides to further reading extensive cross referencing and accessibly
written for even beginner students this book is a superb guide for anyone studying teaching or with
any interest in this fascinating subject

an updated edition of the concise version of the best selling introduction to archaeology
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if  you believe in god but recoil  from the way some people think that science has the answer to
everything and that the theory of natural selection can account for people without the need for god
you will find this book informative and inspiring while reading it you will learn about the relationship
between science and theology you will be informed about the development of evolutionary science
from lamarck to the present you will understand the limitations of science and that natural selection is
thought to be less important now you will  become aware of the difference between humans and
people how it was that people s fear of each other led to sedentism and agriculture ten thousand years
ago you will learn more about the work of charles darwin including his genetic theory pangenesis and
the writing on evolution by his contemporaries wallace and chambers you will see how the words of
the bible can be aligned with the material record of archaeology and how the timeline of development
of people is different from that of animals you will be interested in the proposal that god made people
by an upgrade of the human which must have happened just before the migration out of africa about
65 000 year ago only god could have given the ancient humans a soul language and the intellect and
immortality which go with them this changed them into the people we are now to make one living
creature that could talk to god
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