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first published in 1978 the nag hammadi library was widely acclaimed by critics and scholars alike
containing many of the writings of the gnostics since the time of christ this was the work that
launched modern gnostic studies and exposed a movement whose teachings are in may ways as
relevant today as they were sixteen centuries ago although some of the texts had appeared in
other translations the 1978 edition was the first and only translation of these ancient and
fascinating manuscripts to appear in one volume this new edition is the result of ten years of
additional research and editorial and critical work every translation has been changed or added to
many have been thoroughly revised unearthed in 1945 near the town of nag hammadi in upper
egypt the texts literally begin where the dead sea scrolls end their discovery is seen as equally
significant bringing to light a long hidden well of new information sources and insights into early
judaism and the roots of christianity each text is accompanied by a new and expanded introduction



The Nag Hammadi Library

2 The Nag Hammadi Library

also included are a revised general introduction and an afterword discussing the modern relevance
of gnosticism from voltaire and blake through melville and yeats to jack kerouac and science fiction
writer philip k dick the translations and introductions to the nag hammadi texts are by members of
the coptic gnostic library project which includes such scholars as helmut koester george mcrae
and elaine pagels

the gnostic discoveries opens with a thrilling adventure story the discovery of the ancient papyri at
nag hammadi hidden in sealed jars and lost for centuries the papyri have revealed much about
early christianity including alternative views that were suppressed by the early church author
marvin meyer traces the history and impact of this great find on the church right up to our current
beliefs and popular cultural fascination with this officially suppressed secret knowledge about jesus
and his followers marvin meyer is one of the foremost scholars on gnosticism the nag hammadi
library and texts about jesus outside the new testament he is griset professor of bible and christian
studies and director of the albert schweitzer institute at chapman university orange california
among his more recent books are the gospels of mary the gospel of thomas the hidden sayings of
jesus the gnostic bible and secret gospels essays on thomas and the secret gospel of mark the
author s concise presentation will appeal to many readers meyer writes clearly bringing both the
people and the times of the early gnostic writings to life and making them accessible to scholar and
layperson alike publishers weekly

the nag hammadi scriptures edited by marvin meyer is the most complete up to date one volume
english language edition of the renowned library of gnostic manuscripts discovered in egypt in
1945 which rivaled the dead sea scrolls find in significance it includes the gospel of thomas the
gospel of mary and the recently discovered gospel of judas as well as other gnostic gospels and
sacred texts this volume also includes introductory essays notes tables glossary index etc to help
the reader understand the context and contemporary significance of these texts which have shed
new light on early christianity and ancient thought the compilation of ancient manuscripts that
constitute the nag hammadi scriptures is a discovery that challenges everything we thought we
knew about the early christian church ancient judaism and greco roman religions

this volume places in synoptic form parallel texts from nag hammadi and from the bible this will
enable scholars of coptic gnosticism as well as scholars concerned with early christian biblical
interpretation to make the comparisons necessary to determine relationships and what
dependence if any there may be between these two bodies of material this volume should facilitate
the discussion concerning the origin antiquity and relationship of gnosticism to christianity the
volume also contains an extensive bibliography of materials relevant to this topic finally a scripture
index will make it possible for the reader to find quickly any desired passage

preliminary material foreword james m robinson preface alexander bölig and frederik wisse table of
tractates alexander bölig frederik wisse and pahor labib sigla alexander bölig frederik wisse and
pahor labib abbreviations alexander bölig frederik wisse and pahor labib the manuscripts
alexander bölig frederik wisse and pahor labib the title alexander bölig frederik wisse and pahor
labib the content alexander bölig frederik wisse and pahor labib the presentations of praise
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alexander bölig frederik wisse and pahor labib the text and translation alexander bölig frederik
wisse and pahor labib commentary alexander bölig frederik wisse and pahor labib bibliography
alexander bölig frederik wisse and pahor labib coptic words alexander bölig frederik wisse and
pahor labib greek words alexander bölig frederik wisse and pahor labib proper names alexander
bölig frederik wisse and pahor labib references alexander bölig frederik wisse and pahor labib

includes excerpts from the texts includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading
many people interested in biblical themes know about the dead sea scrolls and their guardians the
mysterious essenes the sect of judaism that hid its priceless library in caves before marching
against the romans in an end time war certain that god would intervene at the decisive moment the
ancient texts found in their rock cabinets have produced tons of literature fewer people know about
an equally fascinating finding in the same region of the planet made only a few months apart a
collection of hitherto unknown christian codices buried in the 4th century ad and found accidentally
by peasants near the city of nag hammadi upper egypt among the old codices was the gospel of
thomas lost for sixteen centuries and other unfamiliar titles such as the gospel of philip and the
acts of peter and the twelve apostles in this case it was not essenes who had entrusted them to the
protection of the caves and the centuries but monks who followed a now forgotten variant of
christianity called gnosticism the gnostics were mystics who had no real use or hope for the world
their writings became forbidden when the church defined the canon of the books authorized to be
read in the congregation for some reason instead of burning them the monks of nag hammadi
decided to entrust them to posterity perhaps waiting for better times the library of nag hammadi
egypt is as significant in the study of early christianity as the writings of the essenes to the
understanding of judaism during the time of the roman occupation considering the history of
religions they were composed at the opposite sides of that watershed that was the 1st century ce
which witnessed the birth of christianity and the destruction of the temple of jerusalem the dead
sea scrolls belonged to a community that lived before the traumatic destruction of holy city and its
temple at the hands of the romans the library of nag hammadi was produced and buried by a
group of christians whose ancestors had left their place of origin many years before although all
the titles of the nag hammadi library are not known many people have heard about its most famous
components the gospel of thomas at one time it was discussed whether it should be included in the
new testament and the gospel of philip which tried to revive the debate around the identity of mary
magdalene why do you love her more than all of us asks a disconcerted peter to jesus finally the
nag hammadi texts have led many scholars to reconsider the rigid canons imposed by the early
church and the readers to find a more intimate religion that turned upside down many postulates of
christian orthodoxy along with the history of their discovery in 1945 the analysis of the main texts
that form this collection the exposition of their most important beliefs and the reasons for their
suppression in the 4th century ce you will learn about the unknown gospels and the gnostic texts of
nag hammadi like never before

the gnostic library continues where the dead sea scrolls left off it is based on the nag hammadi
codices which were unearthed in 1945 a discovery considered as significant as the dead sea
scrolls themselves the coptic gnostic library contains all the texts of the nag hammadi codices both



The Nag Hammadi Library

4 The Nag Hammadi Library

in the original coptic and in translation it sheds an invaluable light upon early judaism and the roots
of christianity now available in paperback

paul linjamaa s study explores the way in which fourth century egyptian monks produced read and
studied the nag hammadi codices

hugo lundhaug and lance jenott offer a sustained argument for the monastic provenance of the nag
hammadi codices they examine the arguments for and against a monastic sitz im leben and
defend the view that the codices were produced and read by christian monks most likely
pachomians in the fourth and fifth century monasteries of upper egypt eschewing the modern
classification of the nag hammadi texts as gnostic the authors approach the codices and their
ancient owners from the perspective of the diverse monastic culture of late antique egypt and
situate them in the context of the ongoing controversies over extra canonical literature and the
theological legacy of origen through a combination of sources including idealized hagiographies
travelogues monastic rules and exhortations and the more quotidian details revealed in
documentary papyri manuscript collections and archaeology monasticism in the thebaid is brought
to life and the nag hammadi codices situated within it the cartonnage papyri from the leather
covers of the codices which bear witness to the monastic culture of the region are closely
examined while scribal and codicological features of the codices are analyzed and compared with
contemporary manuscripts from egypt special attention is given to the codices scribal notes and
colophons which offer direct evidence of their producers and users the study ultimately reveals the
nag hammadi codices as a collection of books completely at home in the monastic manuscript
culture of late antique egypt

authentikos logos nhc vi 3 also known as authoritative teaching is a little studied story of a soul s
descent and ascent in the nag hammadi library with her book ulla tervahauta fills a gap in the
scholarship and provide the first monograph length study that has this writingas its primary focus
the aim is to find a place and context for authentikos logos within early christianity but tervahauta
also adds new insight into the scholarship of the nag hammadi library and study of early christianity
contrary to the usual discussion of the nag hammadi writings from the viewpoint of gnostic studies
she argues that authentikos logos is best approached from the context of christian traditions of late
ancient egypt between the third and the fifth centuries tervahauta discusses the story of the soul s
journey in light of various christian and platonic writings also she analyses the relationship of
authentikos logos with the valentinian wisdom myth and suggests that no firm evidence connects
the writing closely with valentinian traditions and although a platonic mind set can be assumed the
writing combines motifs in a unique manner for example the four epithets used in the writing the
invisible soul the pneumatic soul the material soul and the rational soul are not found thus
combined elsewhere discussion of matter hyle is connected with christian scriptural allusions and
the focus is on ethics and the evilness of matter the body on the other hand is the soul s place of
contest and progress the pauline term pneumatic body 1 cor 15 44 is used allusively and from a
platonic perspective with this book ulla tervahauta makes an important contribution to the study of
early christianity in late ancient egypt by discussing a writing thatshows knowledge and creative
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combination of literary traditions that circulated in late ancient egypt

the discoveries of coptic books containing gnostic scriptures in upper egypt in 1945 and of the
dead sea scrolls near khirbet qumran in 1946 are commonly reckoned as the most important
archaeological finds of the twentieth century for the study of early christianity and ancient judaism
yet impeded by academic insularity and delays in publication scholars never conducted a full scale
comparative investigation of these two sensational corpora until now featuring articles by an all
star international lineup of scholars this book offers the first sustained interdisciplinary study of the
dead sea scrolls and the nag hammadi codices

the collection of thirteen codices found in upper egypt near nag hammadi in 1946 is one of the
major archaeological discoveries of our time perhaps the library of a gnostic community in late
antiquity the codices are a repository of important spiritual materials from throughout the ancient
world hence a thorough analysis of this new material is indispensable for any proper understanding
of the history of religions in this period the rich documentation which the codices add to early
coptic text material promises to raise to a new precision the historical analysis of that language this
edition presents collotype reproductions in natural size of all folios of the thirteen codices as well
as reproductions of the covers and photographs previously taken of fragments that are now lost
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we
read, making books more accessible than ever.
With the rise of ebooks, readers can now carry
entire libraries in their pockets. Among the
various sources for ebooks, free ebook sites
have emerged as a popular choice. These sites
offer a treasure trove of knowledge and
entertainment without the cost. But what makes
these sites so valuable, and where can you find
the best ones? Let's dive into the world of free
ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer
numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money.
Buying books can be expensive, especially if
you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites allow
you to access a vast array of books without
spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility.
Whether you're at home, on the go, or halfway
around the world, you can access your favorite
titles anytime, anywhere, provided you have an
internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is
astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few
stand out for their quality and range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of classic literature in the
public domain.
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Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every
book ever published. It offers millions of free
ebooks, making it a fantastic resource for
readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and
preview millions of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While not all books are
available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free
ebooks in various genres. The site is user-
friendly and offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and
business books, making it an excellent resource
for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid
pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not
downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors and publishers but can
also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your
devices updated to protect against malware
that can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the book and that you're not
violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for
Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational
purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library
offer numerous academic resources, including
textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from
cooking to programming, making these sites
great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites
provide a wealth of educational materials for
different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook
Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook
sites ensures there's something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming with
options.
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Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies,
self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range
of subjects, helping reduce the financial burden
of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of
children's books, from picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook
Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that
enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great
for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading
comfort, making it easier for those with visual
impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text
into audio, providing an alternative way to enjoy
books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook

Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading
experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to find and access
your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your
library across multiple devices, so you can pick
up right where you left off, no matter which
device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with
challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and
sometimes the quality of the digital copy can be
poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing and transferring
between devices.
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Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires
an internet connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites
as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make
accessing and reading ebooks even more
seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will
help more people benefit from free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more
digitized, free ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a wide range of books
without the financial burden. They are
invaluable resources for readers of all ages and
interests, providing educational materials,
entertainment, and accessibility features. So
why not explore these sites and discover the
wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal. They typically offer books
that are in the public domain or have the rights
to distribute them. How do I know if an ebook
site is safe? Stick to well-known and reputable
sites like Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and
Google Books. Check reviews and ensure the
site has proper security measures. Can I
download ebooks to any device? Most free
ebook sites offer downloads in multiple formats,
making them compatible with various devices
like e-readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do
free ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer audiobooks, which are perfect
for those who prefer listening to their books.
How can I support authors if I use free ebook
sites? You can support authors by purchasing
their books when possible, leaving reviews, and
sharing their work with others.
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