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a new edition of a successful book from one of the biggest names in the field of the sociology

of religion the first edition is widely adopted and cited throughout the world and readers will be

keen to see this revised and updated version

grace davie is one of the best analysts of religion in contemporary sociology this book caps a

distinguished record of studies of religion first of britain then of europe then globally this is a
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magisterial work which should be read by anyone interested in the place of religion in the

modern world peter  l  berger boston university  this  book offers both an expert  survey of

contemporary sociology of religion and the personal reflections of one of the leading scholars

in the field grace davie is a good model for students and their teachers she is clear engaging

and fair minded but unafraid to express a point of view david voas university of manchester

grace davie has written a book about what is currently happening in the sociology of religion

which is clear accessible devoid of jargon and authoritative though addressed to the educated

reader it also provides an ideal text for students if you want expert guidance about what is

going on in the sociology of religion and to have useful indications about what is going on in

religion on the global scene this book does the job extremely well theology why is religion still

important can we be fully modern and fully religious the sociology of religion works at two

levels first it sets out the agenda covering the key questions in the sociology of religion today

at the same time it interrogates this agenda asking if the sociology of religion as we currently

know it is fit for purpose if not what is to be done this book describes the origins of the

sociology of religion demystifies secularization as a process and a theory relates religion to

modern social theory unpacks the meaning of religion in relation to modernity and globalization

grasps the methodological  challenges in  the field  provides a comparative perspective for

religions in the west introduces questions of minorities and margins sets out a critical agenda

for debate and research in a single volume grace davie captures the nature and forms of

modern religion the current debates in the field and the prospects for future development

the sociological enterprise general comments sociology s practioners specific criticisms working

papers and empirical studies

this handbook articulates how sociology can re engage its roots as the scientific study of

human moral systems actions and interpretation this second volume builds on the successful

original volume published in 2010 which contributed to the initiation of a new section of the

american sociological association asa thus growing the field this volume takes sociology back

to its roots over a century ago when morality was a central topic of work and governance it

engages scholars from across subfields in sociology representing each section of the asa who

each contribute a chapter on how their subfield connects to research on morality this reference

work appeals to broader readership than was envisaged for the first volume as the relationship

between sociology as a discipline and its origins in questions of morality is further renewed the

volume editors focus on three areas the current state of the sociology of morality across a
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range of sociological subfields taking a new look at some of the issues discussed in the first

handbook which are now relevant in sometimes completely new contexts and reflecting on

where the sociology of morality should go next this is a must read reference for students and

scholars interested in topics of morality ethics altruism religion and spirituality from across the

social science

never before has there been so extensive a collection of what has been thought said and

written about the sociology of the military this accessible handbook is the first of its kind to

delve into the sociological approach to the study of the military this book is compiled of

documents coming from various researchers at universities around the world as well as military

officers devoted to the sector of study covered in this volume is a historical excursus of studies

prior  to  contemporary  research interpretive  models  and theoretical  approaches developed

specifically for this topic civic military relations including issues surrounding democratic control

of the armed forces military culture professional training conditions and problems of minorities

in the armed forces an examination of the structural change within the military over the years

including new duties and functions following the cold war this book is ideal for scholars of the

subject as well as those coming to the sociology of the military for the first time

pitirim sorokin 1889 1968 rose from a peasant childhood in russia to become one of the most

insightful figures in the history of sociology at the harvard research center for creative altruism

he developed a blueprint for social reconstruction this collection includes essays that range

from his early russian years to his final works in the 60s

this concise text covers both classical and contemporary social thought it traces the major

schools of thought over the past 150 years as they appear and reappear in different chapters

and looks at important new voices in social theory the treatment of individual theories and

theorists is balanced with the development of key themes and ideas about social life

written and compiled by friends and former students the idea of social structure honors robert k

merton considered one of the premier sociologists of the twentieth century along with talcott

parsons and marion j levy merton was emphatic in his use of the term social structure however

different they were in defining and refining the term the chapters in this volume address many

of merton s diverse sociological theories and in turn his theories impact upon a very large

sociological territory the volume includes major statements on the context of working with

merton by lewis a coser paul f lazarsfeld robert a nisbet and seymour martin lipset as well as
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memorable statements covering merton s interests in the sociology of knowledge and science

planning communities medical education relative deprivation everyday life political roles and

communication media this is a powerful sourcebook for understanding the work of merton and

of his intellectual successors nisbet called the decade of the 1930s among the most vital and

creative periods in american history it was certainly a period of intense struggle political military

and ideological  but  the  formation  of  modern  sociology  was without  question  one of  the

crowning achievements in the scientific evolution of the century the volume is sharply focused

on merton s work and deeply appreciative of the nature of his contribution it is a landmark

effort in the study of sociology as history provided by publisher

the sociological study of organizations encompasses both planned and formal organizations as

well as spontaneous and informal ones sociologists examine organizations with attention to

structure and objectives interactions among members and among organizations the relationship

between the organization and its environment and the social significance or social meaning of

the organization the ways of defining and examining organizations vary depending on the

theoretical  emphasis  this  book focuses on three things  providing  a  wide and historically

accurate portrait of the diversity of sociological theories and their application to organizational

studies updating selections that reflect a variety of ways that new technology affects methods

of organizing and types of organizations including readings that examine a range of both formal

and informal structures and both deliberate and impromptu interactions lively and provocative

this textbook is theoretically rigorous disciplinarily informed and representative of heterogeneity

within organizational studies

the sage encyclopedia of the sociology of religion takes a look at the role of religion in society

unpacking and evaluating the significance of religion in and on human history and tracing and

outlining the social forces and influences that shape religion

an examination of the major classical sociological theories relevant to education and of the rise

and decline of the new sociology of education author also discusses the vexed questions of

equality of opportunity the relationship between school and society the growth of educational

bureaucracies and the roles of state church and family in education in australia since 1949

includes endnotes tables and index

at a time when a pile of bricks is displayed in a museum when music is composed for

performance  underwater  and  the  boundaries  between  popular  and  fine  art  are  fluid
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conventional understandings of art are strained in describing what art is what it includes or

excludes whether and how it should be evaluated and what importance should be assigned the

arts in society in this book vera zolberg examines diverse theoretical approaches to the study

of  the  arts  ranging  over  humanistic  and social  scientific  views representing  a  variety  of

scholarly traditions american and european she then develops a sociological approach that

evaluates the institutional economic and political influences on the creation of art while also

affirming the importance of the question of artistic quality the author examines the arts in the

social contexts in which they are created and appreciated focusing on the ways in which

people  become  artists  the  institutions  in  which  their  careers  develop  the  supports  and

pressures they face the publics they need to please and the political forces with which they

must contend particular subjects covered include the process by which works are created and

re created at different times with changed meanings and for new social uses the role of the

audience in the realization of artistic experiences the social consequences of taste preferences

the reasons for change in artistic styles and for the coexistence of many art forms and styles

sociology of families second edition begins at the level of the individual by examining familiar

contemporary issues¾ topics students are likely to feel strongly about david newman and liz

grauerholz next show students the deeper and more detailed sociological underpinnings of the

issues at hand using the theories and data of social sciences to understand the meaning and

broader relevance of these controversies and experiences

a study of the link between theology and culture from a sociological perspective this book

addresses the issue of the pursuit of enchantment in the context of postmodernity sociology is

applied to sociology itself to discern its own domestic response to theological readings of

culture a reading of simmel bourdieu and weber in relation to the swiss catholic theologian

hans urs von balthasar produces a controversial critique of assumptions regarding religious

belief in the context of debates on secularisation and postmodernity

the oxford handbook of the sociology of body and embodiment introduces the sociological

research methods and subjects that are key to the growing field of body and embodiment

studies with an emphasis on empirical evidence and diverse lived experiences this handbook

demonstrates how studying the bodily offers unique insights into a range of social norms

institutions and practices

this  major  new contribution to the study of  consumption examines how dominant  groups
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express  and  display  their  sense  of  superiority  through  material  and  aesthetic  attributes

demonstrating  that  differences from one society  to  another  and across  historical  periods

challenge current understandings of elite distinction
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